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Prologue: Apartheid as a Dark Side of Modernity
The previous day it was Christmas. We saw these people with white scarves, the witdoeke, and other people who were blowing whistles. When I came home, I saw there were many white men, they kicked my door, they kicked it and they went in. I am sure I nearly died that day. They missed me when they shotthey missed me on my forehead ... After they killed my husband Jackson, they threw him in the garden. These people with white scarves came into the house ... I heard bullets going into the toilet, somebody hit my door, one of the children said 'Mama, let's leave, let's go out, my father is coming, he's calling us'. Apparently that was the last time he spoke. The white-scarf people axed him, houses were on fire, there was just fire all over. 1 This is just one of many accounts of the violence of apartheid that was narrated before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), set up in order to reconciliate South African society, torn by decades of racist violence, through seeking the truth about what had happened to the many people that died or were injured from violence occurring during the apartheid era. 2 The hearings were broadcast on television in South Africa, but they were not 'news'. There were people in post-apartheid South Africa who, just like in post-war Germany, claimed that they did not know. However, the TRC hearings showed that this ignorance was only possible for those who, confined in their isolated white suburban communities, actively turned a blind eye. 3 For most people in South Africa however, the TRC accounts were much too familiar, like the horror of a bad dream. To black people in South Africa, the violence of apartheid was an everyday experience.
The violence of the apartheid State was also widely known to people in many countries around the world, especially so after the massacre in Sharpeville in 1960, widely reported by the international media, and often referred to as a turning point in modern South African history as well as a starting point for international anti-apartheid mobilization. 'Sharpeville' does however also represent a dominant way of framing apartheid in the international media. In the reports from Sharpeville, apartheid repression appeared as outbursts of violence, irrational, disorganized. The same goes for the reports of the shootings in Soweto xiii xiv Prologue: Apartheid as a nark Side o(Modernity 16 years later, when apartheid once again gained huge international media attention after many years of relative silence.
But apartheid repression was not mainly about irrational outbursts of violence. It was an everyday terror, highly organized and systematic. Apartheid discourse contained elements of pre-modern thought, including a construction of a Boer identity that was based on an interpretation of the Bible. However, its ideas of race and segregation were based in modern scientific discourse, and its actual practices of organizing society was highly modern, its segregationist politics representing a form of modern social engineering. 4 Apartheid articulated a dark side of modernityin the same sense as German National Socialism did, as showed by sociologist Zygmunt Bauman in his Modernity and the Holocaust.
If apartheid violence largely appeared as disorganized outbursts of violence at those moments when international media attention was at its peak, South African anti-apartheid resistance was often depicted in the same way. In many cases the media were presenting the shootings as responses to rioting black Africans armed with stones and sticks. However, a highly organized repressive system like apartheid demanded organized resistance. From the late 1950s to the 1990s the anti-apartheid movement performed increasingly well-organized transnational collective action, based on a collective identity, an imagined community of solidarity activists, uniting people across large distances.
And just as the organization and articulation of apartheid needs close examination and analysis in order for us to understand how it was made possible, so does the organization and articulation of anti-apartheid. This book is meant as a contribution to the analysis of the transnational anti-apartheid movement, whose history has only begun to be written. Analysing a part of twentieth-century post-war history mainly from a sociological perspective it also highlights dimensions of globalization in an era in which we still live; the power of the media; and the power of collective action.
